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Build Yourself A Boat

Build Yourself a Boat: A Step-by-Step Guide to Crafting Your Own Watercraft

Build yourself a boat and discover the rewarding journey of creating a vessel
tailored to

your needs and personality. Whether you dream of leisurely rowing across a serene lake,
?shing from a sturdy craft, or simply enjoying the satisfaction of hands-on craftsmanship,
building your own boat opens a world of adventure and accomplishment. This guide will
walk you through the essentials of boat building, from selecting the right design to
choosing materials and mastering key construction techniques.

Why Build Yourself a Boat?

Building a boat with your own hands is more than just a DIY project; it?s an experience
that combines creativity, skill, and connection to the water. For many, the appeal lies in:
**Customization:** Tailor the size, shape, and features of your boat to suit your

speci?c activities and preferences.

**Cost-e?ectiveness:** DIY boat building often comes at a fraction of the price of

buying a new vessel.

**earning and satisfaction:** Developing woodworking, ?berglass, or metalworking
skills while producing something tangible fosters a deep sense of pride.

**Sustainability:** You can opt for eco-friendly materials and methods that minimize
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environmental impact.

Before diving in, it?s essential to understand the basics of boat design, materials, and
construction techniques.

Choosing the Right Boat Design

Not all boats are created equal, and the ?rst step in your project is to decide what kind of
boat you want to build. Your choice will depend largely on intended use, skill level, and
available workspace.

Types of DIY Boats

Rowboats and Dinghies: Simple designs ideal for beginners. Great for lakes
and

calm waters.

Kayaks and Canoes: Sleek, lightweight, and excellent for paddling enthusiasts.
2.

Fishing Boats: Stable platforms with room for gear and equipment.

3.

Sailboats: More complex but rewarding for those interested in sailing.

4,

Motorboats: Require additional considerations for engine installation and
safety.

5.

When choosing a design, look for detailed plans and blueprints that specify measurements
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and construction steps. Many boat plans are available online, in books, or through boating
associations.

Considerations for Boat Size and Capacity

Think about how many people your boat should carry and what weight it must support.
Overloading can compromise safety and performance. Smaller boats are easier to build
and manage, but larger vessels o?er more versatility and comfort.

Selecting Materials for Your Boat

The choice of materials plays a crucial role in the durability, weight, and maintenance of
your boat. Let?s explore common options and their advantages.

Wood: The Classic Boat Building Material

Wood remains a favorite among DIY enthusiasts due to its availability, workability, and
natural beauty. Popular types include cedar, mahogany, and marine-grade plywood.
**Pros:** Lightweight, repairable, aesthetically pleasing.

**Cons:** Requires regular maintenance, susceptible to rot if not treated properly.

Using marine plywood combined with epoxy resin and ?berglass cloth is a popular method
called ?stitch-and-glue,? which simpli?es construction and enhances waterproo?ng.
Fiberglass and Composite Materials

Fiberglass boats are known for their strength and low maintenance. Building with
?berglass often involves creating a mold and layering ?berglass cloth with resin.

**Pros:** Durable, low upkeep, smooth ?nish.
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**Cons:** Requires handling chemicals, more complex techniques, less forgiving for
beginners.

For DIY projects, many builders use plywood cores covered with ?berglass and epoxy to
combine the best properties of both materials.

Metal Boats: Aluminum and Steel

Metal boats o?er exceptional strength and longevity. Aluminum is lightweight and
corrosion-resistant, making it popular for small motorboats.

**Pros:** Robust, long-lasting, low maintenance.

**Cons:** Requires welding skills and specialized tools.

Unless you have experience with metalworking, wood or ?berglass may be more
accessible options for your ?rst build.

Essential Tools and Workspace Setup

Before starting construction, it?s important to prepare your workspace and gather
necessary tools.

Creating an E?cient Workshop

**Space:** A garage, shed, or covered outdoor area with enough room to maneuver
large panels and assemble parts.

**Ventilation:** Especially important when working with epoxy, ?berglass, or paints.
**|ighting:** Good lighting helps ensure precision and safety.

Basic Tools Needed

Measuring tape and ruler



Build yourself a boat Textbook Vol. 2024, Issue 6

Saws (circular saw, jigsaw, or handsaw)

Drills and screwdrivers

Sanding tools (manual or electric)
4.

Clamps for holding pieces together

Protective gear (gloves, goggles, dust mask)
6.

Brushes and rollers for applying resin or paint

For advanced builds, you may also need welding equipment or specialized ?berglass tools.
Steps to Build Yourself a Boat

While the exact process depends on your boat design and materials, here is a general
overview of the building stages.

1. Planning and Preparation

Study your boat plans thoroughly.

Calculate the amount of materials needed.
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Cut materials according to the speci?ed dimensions.

2. Constructing the Frame or Hull

Assemble the frame using wood or metal components.

For stitch-and-glue boats, cut plywood panels and join them using wire stitches and
epoxy.

3. Sealing and Waterproo?ng

Apply epoxy resin to seal all joints.

Add ?berglass cloth over seams for added strength.

Sand surfaces smooth between coats.

4. Installing Additional Components

Add seats, thwarts, or bulkheads.

Attach hardware such as oarlocks, cleats, or motor mounts.

5. Painting and Finishing

Use marine-grade paint or varnish to protect your boat from the elements.
Consider non-slip coatings on decks for safety.

6. Launching and Testing

Choose a calm body of water for initial testing.

Check for leaks and balance.

Make any necessary adjustments.

Tips for Success When You Build Yourself a Boat

Building a boat is a marathon, not a sprint. Here are some tips to keep your project on

Vol. 2024, Issue 6



Build yourself a boat Textbook Vol. 2024, Issue 6

track:

**Take your time:** Rushing can lead to mistakes that compromise safety.

**Follow instructions carefully:** Precision is key in boat building.

**Seek advice from experienced builders:** Online forums and local boating clubs

can o?er invaluable guidance.

**Invest in quality materials:** Cutting corners can cost more in repairs later.

**Prioritize safety:** Always wear protective gear and work in well-ventilated areas.
**Document your progress:** Photos and notes can help troubleshoot problems and
inspire others.

Embracing the Adventure of DIY Boat Building

Building your own boat is an enriching blend of science, art, and outdoor enthusiasm.
Every plank nailed, every coat of resin brushed, brings you closer to the joy of gliding over
the water in something you created yourself. Whether you end up paddling a sleek kayak
or cruising in a small motorboat, the skills and memories gained during the process are
just as valuable as the ?nished craft. So, gather your plans, prepare your tools, and dive
into the ful?lling world of boat building?your next adventure awaits on the horizon.
Question

Answer

What are the basic materials

needed to build yourself a
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boat?

The basic materials typically include marine plywood,
epoxy resin, ?berglass cloth, screws, wood glue, and
paint. Additional materials may vary depending on the
type of boat you want to build.

How much does it cost to

build yourself a small

wooden boat?

Building a small wooden boat can cost anywhere from
$500 to $3,000 depending on the size, materials used,
and tools you already have. Costs can increase with more
complex designs or higher quality materials.

What are some beginner-

friendly boat designs for DIY

builders?

Beginner-friendly designs include the simple canoe,
dinghy, or a ?at-bottomed jon boat. These designs have
straightforward construction methods and require fewer
specialized tools.

How long does it typically

take to build a boat by
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yourself?

The time required varies based on the boat size and your
experience but generally ranges from a few weeks to
several months when working on weekends and
evenings.

Do | need special tools to

build my own boat?

Basic woodworking tools like saws, drills, clamps,
sanders, and measuring tools are essential. Some boat-
building projects may require specialized tools like a
router or a plane, but many beginner kits minimize the
need for these.

Are there any safety

considerations when

building your own boat?

Yes, safety considerations include wearing protective
gear such as gloves, goggles, and masks when working
with epoxy and ?berglass, ensuring proper ventilation,
and using power tools carefully to avoid injuries.

Where can | ?nd reliable
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boat plans for DIY projects?

Reliable boat plans can be found on websites like
Duckworks, Glen-L, and Chesapeake Light Craft, as well
as in boat-building books and magazines. Some plans are
free, while others are available for purchase.

Can | build a seaworthy boat

by myself without prior

experience?

While it's possible to build a seaworthy boat by yourself,
having some woodworking experience and following
detailed plans is important. Starting with simple designs
and gradually progressing to more complex builds is
recommended for safety and success.

Build Yourself a Boat: A Comprehensive Guide to Crafting Your Own Watercraft

Build yourself a boat is more than just a call to action?it represents a growing
trend

among enthusiasts, hobbyists, and professionals alike who seek hands-on experience in
creating functional watercraft. Whether motivated by the allure of adventure, cost-saving
measures, or the satisfaction derived from craftsmanship, building a boat from scratch is
an endeavor that blends technical skill with creativity. This article delves into the

practicalities, design considerations, and resource requirements involved in constructing a
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personal vessel, 0?ering a professional perspective on what it takes to successfully bring
a boat-building project to life.

Why Choose to Build Yourself a Boat?

In an industry saturated with ready-made options ranging from in?atable dinghies to
luxury yachts, the decision to build yourself a boat stands out as both a challenge and an
opportunity. Economically, DIY boat building can signi?cantly reduce costs. For instance,
while a new small sailboat might retail for several thousand dollars, building a similar-
sized vessel can cut expenses by 30% or more, depending on materials and tools used.
Beyond ?nances, the process allows for customization tailored precisely to one?s
needs?be it ?shing, leisure cruising, or competitive sailing. The experience also fosters a
deeper understanding of boat mechanics and maintenance, empowering owners with
skills that enhance safety and longevity of their craft.

Assessing Your Skill Level and Project Scope

Before embarking on a boat-building journey, a clear evaluation of one?s technical abilities
and time commitment is essential. Beginners might start with simple ?at-bottomed boats
or small kayaks, which require fewer complex joints and less advanced woodworking
techniques. Conversely, experienced builders may tackle larger hulls with intricate
designs involving ?berglass lamination, metalwork, or marine-grade plywood.

Setting realistic goals helps prevent frustration and project abandonment. For example, a
basic rowboat could be completed over a few weekends, whereas constructing a 20-foot

sailboat might demand several months or even years, depending on available labor hours.
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Materials and Methods in DIY Boat Building

The choice of materials greatly in?uences the building process, durability, and
performance of the ?nished boat. Traditional wood remains a favorite for its aesthetic
appeal and workability, but modern alternatives o?er compelling advantages.

Wooden Boats: Timeless Craftsmanship

Wood is prized for its natural buoyancy and classic look. Common woods used include
cedar, mahogany, and oak, each o?ering a balance between strength, weight, and rot
resistance. Wooden boats often employ techniques such as strip planking or stitch-and-
glue construction, which suit varying skill levels.

However, wooden vessels demand regular maintenance to prevent water damage and
structural degradation. Protective coatings like varnish and epoxy resin are critical to
ensuring longevity.

Fiberglass and Composite Construction

Fiberglass revolutionized boat building with its lightweight strength and low maintenance.
Builders often use molds to shape hulls, layering ?berglass cloth with resin to create rigid
shells. For DIY projects, stitch-and-glue kits with pre-cut plywood panels covered in
?berglass simplify the process.

Composite materials, including carbon ?ber and Kevlar, o?er superior performance but at
a higher cost and complexity, typically reserved for advanced builders seeking high-

strength, lightweight crafts.
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Metal Boats: Aluminum and Steel

While less common for home projects, metal boats provide unmatched durability and
impact resistance. Aluminum is favored for its corrosion resistance and workability,
especially in freshwater environments. Steel, though heavier and prone to rust without
proper treatment, is used in larger vessels.

Working with metal requires welding skills and specialized tools, raising the bar for DIY
enthusiasts.

Planning and Designing Your Boat

Successful boat construction begins with meticulous planning. Design selection impacts
safety, functionality, and aesthetics.

Choosing the Right Design

Numerous free and commercial plans cater to various boat types, from canoes and
dinghies to sailboats and motorboats. Factors in?uencing design choice include:

Intended use (recreational, ?shing, transport)

Water conditions (calm lakes vs. open sea)

Capacity and size limits
3.
Material compatibility

4.
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Selecting a proven design with comprehensive instructions reduces unexpected
challenges and ensures seaworthiness.

Tools and Workspace Requirements

Building a boat demands a well-equipped workspace. Essential tools include saws
(circular, jigsaw), drills, clamps, sanders, and measuring devices. For ?berglass work,
protective gear and ventilation are critical. Adequate space?preferably indoors to avoid
weather interruptions?facilitates precision and safety.

Step-by-Step Process to Build Yourself a Boat

While speci?c processes vary, a generalized work?ow includes:

Preparation: Gather materials, study plans, and organize tools.

Framework Construction: Build the keel, ribs, and bulkheads to form the

skeleton.

Hull Assembly: Attach planks or panels, ensuring watertight seams.

3.

Sanding and Fairing: Smooth surfaces to reduce drag and prepare for ?nishing.
4,

Sealing and Painting: Apply epoxy, varnish, or marine paint for protection.

5.
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Fitting Out: Install seats, hardware, and any propulsion system.

6.

Testing: Conduct ?otation and stability trials before full deployment.
7.

Each step requires attention to detail to prevent structural weaknesses or water ingress.
Challenges and Common Pitfalls

Building your own boat is not without di?culties. Common obstacles include:

Material wastage: Inaccurate cuts can lead to costly errors.

Time underestimation: Projects often take longer than anticipated.

2.

Skill gaps: Certain techniques like ?berglass lamination have steep learning
3.

curves.

Safety concerns: Handling chemicals and power tools necessitates protective
4,

measures.

Addressing these issues proactively?through research, practice, and possibly
mentorship?enhances success rates.

The Bene?ts of Building Your Own Boat

Beyond the tangible outcome of a personalized vessel, the process imparts skills in
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woodworking, marine engineering, and project management. It fosters problem-solving
and patience, qualities transferable to other areas. Moreover, the sense of
accomplishment and ownership is unparalleled compared to purchasing a pre-built boat.
Many boat builders report that the community aspect?sharing tips, plans, and
experiences online or in clubs?adds to the rewarding nature of the endeavor.
Environmental Considerations

Building yourself a boat also presents opportunities to choose sustainable materials and
environmentally friendly ?nishes. Utilizing responsibly sourced wood or low-VOC coatings
can minimize ecological impact. Additionally, small, manually powered boats like kayaks
or canoes reduce reliance on fossil fuels.

Resources and Support for DIY Boat Builders

A wealth of resources exists to aid aspiring builders:

Online forums and communities: Sites like BoatDesign.net or Reddit?s

r/boatbuilding o?er peer support.

Instructional books and videos: Detailed guides from seasoned builders
provide

2.
stepwise instructions.
Boat kits: Pre-cut kits simplify construction and reduce material waste.

3.
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Local workshops and classes: Hands-on learning environments accelerate skill
4.

acquisition.

Harnessing these resources can transform a daunting task into an achievable and
enjoyable project.

Building yourself a boat is a multifaceted undertaking that blends tradition with
innovation. Whether crafting a modest rowboat or an elaborate sailboat, the journey
demands careful planning, skilled execution, and a commitment to quality. Those who
embrace the challenge often ?nd that the rewards extend well beyond the waterline,
enriching their appreciation for the craft and the aquatic environments they explore.

DIY boat building, homemade boat plans, how to build a boat, boat construction, wooden
boat building, small boat DIY, boat building materials, boat building tools, homemade

kayak, boat building tutorials

LABEL PARTS OF A BOAT FOR KIDS

label parts of a boat for kids

Learning about boats can be a fun adventure, especially when you know the different parts that
make up a boat. Whether you're going on a boat ride or just curious about how boats work,
understanding the main parts of a boat is exciting and educational. In this article, we will explore the
key parts of a boat and label them in a way that kids can easily understand. So, let?s set sail and
discover the important parts of a boat!

What Is a Boat?
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A boat is a vehicle that travels on water. Boats come in many shapes and sizes, and they are used
for fun, transportation, fishing, and even racing. No matter what type of boat it is, most boats have
similar parts that help them float and move on the water.

Basic Parts of a Boat

Understanding the basic parts of a boat helps you see how they work together to keep the boat
moving and safe. Here are the main parts of a boat that you should know:

The Hull

The hull is the main body of the boat. 1t?s the part that sits in the water and helps the boat float.
Think of the hull as the boat?s ?body? or ?belly.? It comes in different shapes to help the boat stay
steady and move smoothly.

The Bow

The bow is the front part of the boat. When you are sitting in the boat, the bow is the part that points
forward, ahead of you. It?s often pointed or rounded to help the boat cut through the water easily.

The Stern

The stern is the back part of the boat. 1t?s opposite the bow. When you look at a boat from the side,
the stern is where the engine or motor might be attached, especially on motorboats.

The Deck

The deck is the flat surface on top of the boat where people can stand or sit. 1t?s like the ?floor? of
the boat, giving you a place to walk and enjoy the view.

The Cabin

Some boats have a small house on top called a cabin. It provides shelter and sometimes has
sleeping areas, a steering wheel, and controls for the boat.

The Keel

The keel is a part underneath the boat that runs along the center. It helps keep the boat steady and
balanced, especially in the water. Think of it as the boat?s ?spine.?

The Propeller
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The propeller is a spinning blade located at the back of the boat that helps it move forward or
backward. When the motor runs, the propeller pushes water to make the boat go.

The Rudder

The rudder is a flat piece located at the back of the boat, near the propeller. It helps steer the boat
left or right when you turn the steering wheel or tiller.

The Mast and Sails (for Sailboats)

If the boat is a sailboat, it has a tall pole called a mast and fabric sails that catch the wind. The sails
help move the boat without engines.

The Oars and Paddles (for Rowboats)

Some boats are powered by humans using oars or paddles. These are long sticks with flat ends that
you use to row the boat across the water.

Additional Parts of a Boat
Besides the main parts, there are other important parts that help boats operate safely and efficiently.
The Life Jackets

Life jackets are safety devices that keep people afloat if they fall into the water. They are very
important for all boaters.

The Anchor

An anchor is a heavy object that is dropped into the water to stop the boat from drifting away. It
keeps the boat in one place when needed.

The Bilge

The bilge is the lowest part inside the boat where water might collect. Boats often have pumps to
remove this water so the boat doesn?t get too heavy.

The Winch

A winch is a device that helps pull or lift heavy objects, like sails or the anchor.
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Understanding Boat Safety Parts

Safety is very important when on or near boats. Here are some safety parts you should know about:

The Lifeboat

A small boat stored on the larger boat used in emergencies. It can be used to escape if there is
trouble.

The Fire Extinguisher

A device that helps put out fires on the boat. Fire safety equipment is always kept on boats.

The Navigation Lights

Lights on the boat that help others see it at night or in bad weather. They keep everyone safe on the
water.

Fun Facts About Parts of a Boat

- The shape of the hull can change depending on what the boat is used for, like racing or fishing.
- Sailboats use the wind to move, so they rely heavily on their sails and mast.
- Motorboats use engines and propellers to move quickly through the water.

Summary: Parts of a Boat for Kids

Knowing the parts of a boat helps you understand how boats work and how they keep us safe on
the water. Here?s a quick list of the main parts you?ve learned about:

- Hull

- Bow

- Stern

- Deck

- Cabin

- Keel

- Propeller

- Rudder

- Mast and Sails (for sailboats)

- Oars and Paddles (for rowboats)
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Remember, every part of a boat has a special job to help it float, move, and keep everyone safe.
Whether it?s a small rowboat or a big cruise ship, understanding these parts makes learning about
boats even more fun!

Now that you know the parts of a boat, you?re ready to explore the water and maybe even become
a boat captain one day!

Label Parts of a Boat for Kids: An In-Depth Exploration for Young Explorers

Understanding the various parts of a boat is an essential step in fostering a love for sailing, boating
safety, and marine education among children. Whether for educational purposes, recreational
outings, or simply nurturing curiosity, labeling the parts of a boat for kids serves as a foundational
tool to demystify this complex vessel. This article delves into the essential components of a boat,
providing detailed explanations, visual aids, and engaging insights suitable for young learners,
educators, and parents alike.

The Importance of Learning Boat Parts for Kids

Before diving into the specifics, it?s valuable to understand why teaching children about boat parts
is beneficial. Recognizing different parts enhances safety awareness, improves communication
during boating activities, and sparks interest in marine sciences. It also empowers kids to
understand how boats operate, fostering a sense of curiosity and stewardship for watercraft and
aguatic environments.

Overview of Common Boat Parts

Boats come in various shapes and sizes?from small rowboats to large sailing vessels?but many
core components are common across most types. Familiarity with these parts creates a solid
foundation for more advanced marine knowledge.

Key Parts of a Boat for Kids:

- Hull

- Deck

- Mast

- Salls

- Rudder

- Keel

- Engine/Outboard Motor
- Steering Wheel / Tiller
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- Bow and Stern
- Cabin

Let?s explore each of these parts in detail, along with visual descriptions and their functions.

Deep Dive into Boat Parts

1. Hull

The hull is the main body of the boat. Think of it as the boat's "body" that keeps everything afloat.
The hull is designed to be waterproof, sturdy, and hydrodynamic, allowing the boat to glide smoothly

through water. It can be made from materials like wood, fiberglass, or aluminum.

> Fun Fact: The shape of the hull affects how the boat moves?flat-bottomed hulls are great for calm
waters, while V-shaped hulls are better for rough seas.

2. Deck

The deck is the flat surface on top of the hull where people stand, sit, and perform activities. It acts
as the boat?s "floor," providing space for movement and storage.

> Kids' Tip: Imagine the deck as the "floor" of a house, but on a boat!

3. Mast

The mast is a tall pole that stands upright on sailing boats. It holds the sails, which catch the wind to
propel the boat forward.

> Visual Aid: Picture a flagpole on a house?that's similar to a mast!
4. Sails

Sails are large pieces of fabric attached to the mast and rigging. When the wind blows, the sails fill
with air and push the boat forward.

> Types of Sails:
- Main Sail: The largest sail attached to the mast.

- Jib: A smaller sail at the front of the boat.
- Spinnaker: A colorful sail used for catching more wind.
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5. Rudder

The rudder is a flat piece located under the stern (back) of the boat. When turned, it steers the boat
left or right.

> Analogy: Think of the rudder as the steering wheel of a car, but underwater!
6. Keel

The keel is a fin-like structure underneath the hull that helps stabilize the boat and prevent it from
capsizing. It also helps in steering.

> Fun Fact: Some boats have a fixed keel, while others have a retractable one.
7. Engine / Outboard Motor

Not all boats have engines, but many small boats use an engine or outboard motor for propulsion
instead of sails.

> Note: Engines can be gasoline-powered or electric, providing power when there?s no wind.
8. Steering Wheel / Tiller

The steering wheel (on larger boats) or tiller (on smaller boats) is used to control the rudder and
steer the boat.

> Did You Know?: A tiller is a simple lever that directly moves the rudder.
9. Bow and Stern
- Bow: The front of the boat.
- Stern: The back of the boat.
> Visualization: When facing forward, the bow points ahead, and the stern is behind you.
10. Cabin

Some boats have a cabin?an enclosed space used for sleeping, storage, or shelter from the
weather.



Build yourself a boat Textbook Vol. 2024, Issue 6

> Fun Fact: Many small boats don?t have cabins, but larger yachts do!

lllustrated Labels and Diagrams for Kids

Visual aids significantly enhance understanding. For kids, colorful, simple diagrams with labeled
parts make learning engaging and memorable. Consider using illustrated posters or interactive
digital tools that highlight each part as the child learns about it.

Sample Diagram Elements:

- Brightly colored hull and deck

- Clearly marked mast and sails

- Arrows pointing to rudder and keel
- Labels for bow, stern, and cabin

Interactive Activities to Reinforce Learning

To make learning about boat parts fun and engaging, incorporate hands-on activities:

- Build a Model Boat: Use craft materials to assemble a simple model, labeling each part.

- Boat Parts Scavenger Hunt: Find pictures or real parts of a boat and identify them.

- Label the Diagram: Provide blank diagrams for kids to fill in the labels.

- Storytelling: Create stories around each part to explain their functions in a memorable way.

Safety and Respect for Marine Environments

Educating children about boat parts also provides an opportunity to discuss safety and
environmental responsibility:

- Always wear a life jacket when on a boat.
- Understand the parts responsible for steering and stopping the boat.
- Respect marine life and avoid damaging water ecosystems.

Conclusion: Empowering Kids Through Knowledge

Labeling parts of a boat for kids is more than just memorization; it?s about building a bridge
between curiosity and understanding. By familiarizing young learners with the core components of
boats, we cultivate safer, more informed, and more enthusiastic future mariners. Whether through
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colorful diagrams, interactive activities, or hands-on experiences, teaching kids about boat parts
opens the door to lifelong appreciation and respect for watercraft and the aquatic world.

Encouragement for Young Explorers:

Next time you see a boat, try to identify its parts. Remember, every part plays an important role in
making the boat move safely and smoothly across the water. Happy sailing!

QuestionAnswer What is the front part of a boat called? The front part of a boat is called the bow.
What do we call the back end of a boat? The back end of a boat is called the stern. Which part of
the boat helps steer it? The part that helps steer the boat is called the helm or steering wheel. What
is the side of the boat called? The sides of the boat are called the port (left) and starboard (right)
sides. What is the flat surface on top of a boat called? The flat surface on top of a boat is called the
deck. What are the ropes on a boat used for called? The ropes are called lines or rigging, used for
controlling sails and securing parts. What is the part of the boat that holds the engine called? The
part that holds the engine is called the engine compartment or engine room. What is the area where
you sit called? The area where you sit is called the cockpit or seating area. What is the sail on a
boat called? The sail on a boat is called just a sail, which catches the wind to help move the boat.
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